George Washington Primary School
Friday Newsletter

10t October 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,

Parents’ Evening Monday 20" and Wednesday 22" October will be our first parents’ evening of the year. Following
the completion of the Forms survey on 8™ October, slips will be sent out with appointment times. Should you have
any queries about this, please contact the school office.

School photographs Next Thursday, 16" October, every child in school will have their school photograph taken. This
means that all children should come to school in their uniform, even if they have PE or Forest School later in the day.
Children will be able to change into different clothes after their photos if necessary. Photos will also be taken with
siblings.

Friendship Cafe On Monday, our Year 5 children visited Donwell Care home for another wonderful Friendship Café!
The children had a lovely time playing games and chatting with the residents. Our amazing school choir joined us too,
filling the room with beautiful songs and smiles all around. Everyone had a fantastic time together!

Y5 Bikeability Many of our children in 5JP had fun this week completing their cycling proficiency to Level 2, learning
to cycle safely while out on the road. The instructors were very impressed with their riding and the listening and
attention given across the week was exemplary. Next week, it is the turn of 5KH. If your child has signed up, please
get them to wheel their bike onto the yard on Monday morning and place it in the tennis court area.

Football Last night the year 5/6 football team played in three fixtures at St. Bede’s Primary School. It was a very
challenging set of games against three good teams. The first two games we lost 2-0 to both St. Josephs and
Wessington Primary Schools. Although the games were pretty close, due to a couple of good set pieces and being
caught out, we ended up losing the games. The third and final game against St. Bede’s was a fantastic game to watch.
It was great to see that, despite losing two games beforehand, the team did not give up and played their best match
of the night. The game finished as a 1-1 draw but could have finished either way. A shout out this week for all the
boys who stepped up and took a turn in defence. Well done.

On Tuesday night, our Y5/Y6 girls’ football team played their first league fixtures. In the first game against Holley
Park, we lost 2-0. Our second match was against JFK, and this ended in a 1-0 loss. And finally, we played St Bede’s in a
3-0 defeat. Despite a run of defeats, our girls played well and fought hard for each other with some great defending.
With further training coming up each Monday night, we are sure our team will continue to improve.

Harvest Service On Friday 24" October, our children from Y1-Y6 will attend the church for our annual Harvest
service. As always, we kindly ask for donations to take to church which will subsequently be handed to St. Michael’s
foodbank to support with their brilliant community work. If you can provide a donation, there will be an opportunity
to do so on the yard each morning or alternatively, your child can hand it in to their class
teacher. 3 '

Spookfest Sunderland City Council have a planned a series of Halloween themed
family events during the upcoming half-term. Events take place across the city on
28", 29™ and 30 of October. Please see the attached flyers for further

information.




Attendance Well done to Mrs Kane (2AK) and to Mr Alder’s class (4RA) with their outstanding attendance for this
week in their respective key stages. School’s overall attendance for the week was 94% meaning the year-to-date
remains 94.1%.

EYFS & KS1
RLM RSS 1DM 1ZF 2AK 2GW
92.4% 91.4% 95.2% 93.5% 95.3% 94.7%
KS2
3BP 3CL 4AW 4RA 5JP 5KH 6EA 6AL
95.2% 88.9% 92.9% 99.3% 97.1% 96.1% 91.5% 90.8%

Compromised Books We have been informed of an issue with the popular children's book series 'Spy Dogs.' Some of
these books contain a QR code that directs readers to a site/domain, which has been taken over by a third party now
hosting adult content. Only specific editions of the Spy Dog book series contain QR codes or URLs that originally led
to a safe website but have recently been compromised. The domain linked to these QR codes is now controlled by a
third party hosting inappropriate adult content, which is not affiliated with the author or publisher. As a result, the
publisher Puffin and author Andrew Cope have ceased the sales and distribution of these books and are taking legal
action to have the site removed. More information can be found at the following link:
https://www.lbc.co.uk/article/spy-dogs-porn-pulled-puffin-kids-online-safety-act-5HjdF4c 2/

If your child has any of these books at home, please check them for QR codes. It is also advisable to explain to your
child never to use QR codes until they have been checked by adult and to check that parental controls and filtering
through your internet provider is appropriate.

Have a great weekend everyone and see you all on Monday.

%Kk

Mr R Knight
Head of School
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https://www.lbc.co.uk/article/spy-dogs-porn-pulled-puffin-kids-online-safety-act-5HjdF4c_2/

Forest School Dates

Date Class
Monday 13 Oct No Year 5 forest
school due to
Bikeability
Tuesday 14" Oct RSS
2AK
Wednesday 15 Oct 3CL
Thursday 16" Oct 4AW
Friday 17" Oct 1ZF
6AL
Date Class
Monday 20%" Oct All of Year 5
Tuesday 21t Oct RLM
2GW
Wednesday 22" Oct 3BP
Thursday 23™ Oct 4RA
Friday 24" Oct 1DM
6EA

PE and Swimming - A timetable for PE and swimming is listed below. On their PE days, children should come into
school in PE kit for the full day. School PE kit is a white or yellow T-shirt with dark coloured shorts or trousers.
Football kits or similar clothing should not be worn.

Year PE Day Swimming Day
Group
Reception Thursday AM
Year 1 Wednesday PM
Year 2 Monday PM
Year 3 Thursday PM
Tuesday - 4AW
Year 4 Wednesday AM Friday - 4RA
Wednesday — 5JP
. Thursday — 5KH
Year> Friday PM Year 5 have swapped for this
week only due to Bikeabilty
Year 6 Tuesday PM




Achievers of the Week ==
& House Point

'L 4~

Year Group Class Achievers of the Week
. RLM Kavish Sivatharsan
Reception -

RSS Oliver Lambert

iDM Ivy Doran
Year 1 R

1ZF Lucie Harkness

2AK Chloe Brock
Year 2

2GW Blake Stephenson-Bray

3BP Eden Molloy
Year 3 -

3CL Emily Webber
N 4AW Blake McAllister

ear

4RA Elliot Headspith

5KH Noel Cullhaj
Year 5 Yy

5JP Lillibeth Day
TR 6EA Jaxson McGuinness

ear
6AL Khloe Walker

House Points
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